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Flate  #  1,    from  "ABRAHAM  LIKCOLN-BIOGEAPHY   IB   WOODCUTS" 
Reproduced  by  permission  of  Charles   Turzak,    Chicago 


Out  in  the  tangled  wilderness  in  a  primative  cabin  home,  where  one  would 
lea?t  expect  to  find  a  noble  theme,  there  began  the  nation's  classic  enic — The 
Story  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

A  lowly  beginning  is  not   to  be  disparaged.      Lincoln  said  that  when  one 
started  poor,   as  most  men  do,   he  looked  forward  in   this   free   country   to  better- 
ing his   condition;    "first   to  work  for  others,    then   for  himself,    and  finally  to 
hire  men   to  work  for  him."      This   is    the  American  formula  of  success,   and  one  who 
does  not   tarry  too   long  in  the  wilderness  of  coirolacency  eventually  achieves 
recognition. 


Plate  #  2,    from  "ABRAHAM  LINCOM-BIOGRAPHY  IN  WOODCUTS" 
Reproduced  by  Permission  of  Charles  Turzat,    Chicago 

Though  rough  and  crude   the   cradle  of  the  child  and  plain  and  simple 
all    the    furnishings,    the  infant  days   of  Lincoln  were   improved  by  just  and 
pious  parents. 

Appealing  to   the  public  in  his   first  political  address,   Lincoln  said 
that  he  had  no  wealthy  or    popular  relatives   or  friends   to   recommend  him. 
Neither  partiality  nor  favor  contributed  to  his  progress;   merit  alone  was 
responsible   for  his  advancement.      He  was  a  living  example   of  his   own  maxim: 
"Success  does  not   so  much  depend  on  external  help  as  on     self  reliance." 
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Plate  |  6,    from  "A^.UUM  LINCOLH-BICT}  A^T  I     WODCTTS" 
Reproduced  'by  permission  of  Charles  Turzak,   Chicago 


Inured  to  drud.^ery  and  irksome  toil,   the  gainly  Lincoln  plied  his 
humble  tasks  and  disciplined  himself  to  carry  on   the  work  of  frontier 
settlements. 

Beneath  the  yoke  of  antiquated  methods  soiae  men  carry   the  heavy  load 
demanded  by  a  modern  civilization.     Lincoln  once  advised  a  general,  "I  give 
you  all   I  can  and  act  on  the  presteaptioji  that  you  will  do  the   test  you  csaa 
with  what  you  have."     The  Mbest  ym  canH   is   the  limit  of  every  man* s  effort. 
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Hate  #  10,    from  "ABRAITAi;  LTirmrrr       ^ 
Reproduced  bv  h-,lri.       ,  ..  T  B  ""TOUTS" 
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CORDIALLY    INVITES 
YOUR    PRESENCE 
TO   THE  DRAAXATIC 
PRESENTATION 


at  rha 
LINCOLN    V/LLAOf 

A  CfNWRY  OfPZOCRfff 


CHARLES    TURZAK 

21  East  Bellevue  Place,  Chicago,  Illinois 

Delaware  2795 

November  25th.    iy33. 


Prof.   John  B.  MacHarg, 
Lawrence  College, 
Apple ton,  Wisconsin. 


My  Pear  Mr.  MacHarg: 

As  a  Lincoln  Collector,  you,  no  doubt, 
will  be  interested  to  learn  about  "ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  -BIOGRAPHY 
IN  WOODCUTS",  described  in  the  attached  folder. 

May  I  reserve  for  you  a  copy  of  this 
numbered  and   limited  edition  ? 

Sincerely, 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN 


Biography  in  Woodcuts 

by 

CHARLES  TURZAK 


FIRST     BIOGRAPHY 
WITHOUT    WORDS 

This  privately  published  book  of  1500  numbered 
copies  consists  of  36  original  woodcuts,  designed 
and  cut  in  wood  by  Charles  Turzak.  The  woodcuts 
are  arranged  in  sequence  portraying  the  outstanding 
events  in  Lincoln's  life,-  Lincoln's  rise  to  leadership 
and  immortality  from  the  humble  birth  cabin  in  the 
wilderness  to  the  highest  honor  his  country  could 
bestow  upon  him. 

♦      ♦      ♦ 

According  to  book  authorities  this  little  book  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  biography  without 
words.  Its  exhibition  at  A  Century  of  Progress, 
Chicago,  in  the  Lincoln  Village  produced  consider- 
able comment  among  book  lovers.  Collectors  of 
Lincolniana,  first  editions,  and  woodcut  books  have 
purchased  this  unusual  little  volume. 


Such  outstanding  book  authorities  as  Mr.  William 
Kittredge,  Lakeside  Press,  and  Ernst  F.  Detterer  of 
the  Newberry  Library,  both  of  Chicago,  have  highly 
praised  and  admired  the  general  design  and  the 
beautiful  printing  of  this  book.  The  36  woodcuts 
were  printed  direct  from  the  artist's  original  blocks, 
by  George  Domke,  which  gives  this  book  an  added 
distinction,  as  books  are  rarely  done  in  this  manner, 
because  of  the  great  risk  of  possible  injury  to  the 
blocks.  Most  books  are  printed  from  electrotypes 
made  from  the  original  blocks.  The  artist  assumed 
this  great  risk  to  his  blocks  to  give  lovers  of  beautiful 
books  this  extraordinary  treat. 


The  book  is  beautifully  bound  in  a  white  washable 
cover.  The  size  is  5%  x  7*/i  inches.  Contains  47 
pages,  and  36  original  woodcuts.  Each  copy  is 
numbered  and  autographed  by  the  artist. 


The  first  500  copies  have  been  sold  largely  by  private 
subscription,  the  remaining  1000  copies  are  for 
general  sale  at  $3.50  each. 


ABRAHAM 


♦    ♦    ♦ 


PRESS    COMMENTS 

"Charles  Turzak  has  just  issued  a  Biography  in  Wood- 
cuts entitled  'ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.'  It  shows, 
so  to  speak,  Lincoln  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 
Every  episode  of  consequence  in  the  Emancipator's 
life  has  been  depicted.  Some  of  these  woodcuts 
prove  an  extraordinary  ability  to  bring  out  a  dra- 
matic moment  in  simple  but  impressive  lines,  i  do 
like  this  biography  in  woodcuts." 

Excerpt  from  November  issue  The  American  Booh  Collector. 


"powerful  as  is  the  material,  it  has 

not  suppressed  the  artist.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be 
said  that  Turzak  mastered  the  material  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  And  these  woodcuts  may  serve  to 
prove  that  Turzak  is  conversant  with  practically  all 
media  of  art  ranging  from  pregnant,  simplified 
Realism  to  Abstract  symbolism.  His  compositions 
display  gripping  vigor;  their  dynamic  force  is  at 
times  breathtaking.  In  the  choice  of  his  subjects  he 
exercised  masterful  restraint,  and  yet  the  life  of  the 
fighter  Lincoln  is  clearly  portrayed  to  the  eye  of 

any  understanding  reader." 

Written  by  —  K.  H.  Krueger. 

Translated  from  original  German  in  Sonntegpost  .  .  .  Chicago   Illinois 

August  «Otn,  1933. 


"The  only  known  biography  without  words  in  the 
world  is  the  work  of  Charles  Turzak,  young  Chicago 
artist,  and  is  on  display  in  the  Lincoln  exhibit." 

Eicerpt  from  World's  Fair  Weekly,  September  30,  1933. 


The  above  print  is  an  actual  size  reproduction  of 
woodcut  No.  34.  Thirty-five  of  the  woodcuts  are 
of  this  one  uniform  size,  engraved  on  endgrain 
maple. 


"The  Book  is  original  in  that  it  is  a  Biography  of 
Lincoln  done  in  woodcuts.  It  is  the  work  of  Charles 
Turzak,  well-known  Chicago  artist.  Already  lauded 
by  leading  art  critics  as  a  work  of  unusual  merit,  the 
book  is  now  being  eagerly  sought  by  collector*. 
They  feel  that  in  the  course  of  time  it  will  become 
a  rare  item." 

Chicago  Daily  News  .  .  .  August  28th,  1933.     Written  by  John  Ofury. 


INCOLN  •  BIOGRAPHY  IN  WOODCUTS 


THE     WOODCUTS 


1  Birth  Cabin  in  the  Woods 

2  The  Lincoln  Family 

3  A  Simple  Beginning 

4  Moving  to  Indiana 

5  Grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 

6  Indiana  Home 

7  Splitting  Rails 

8  Borrowing  a  Boole 

9  Moving  to  Illinois 

10  Abe  at  Twenty-one 

11  Down  the  Mississippi 

12  Slaves  in  New  Orleans 

13  Berry-Lincoln  Store 

14  Honest  Abe 

15  Lincoln  wrestling  Jim  Armstrong 

16  Abe  and  Ann 

17  Ann  Rutledge's  Grave 

18  The  Dual  Personality 

19  Lincoln  the  Lawyer 

20  Making  the  Circuit 

21  Pleading  the  Case 

22  Campaigning 

23  Mary  Todd  and  Lincoln 

24  Aspirations 

25  Slavery  or  Freedom 

26  The  Debate 

27  Loyalty  to  a  Principle 

28  "Providence  brought  me  the  leadership 

of  this  country" 

29  A  Prayer  for  Unity 

30  Deliberation 

31  Four  Dark  and  Difficult  Years 

32  The  Gettysburg  Address 

33  At  the  Theatre 

34  The  Assassination 

35  Portrait  of  Lincoln  (frontispiece) 

36  Log  Cabin  (introduction) 


PRIVATELY  PUBLISHED 
AND    DISTRIBUTED   BY 


CHARLES     TURZAK 


21   Bellevue   Place 
CHICAGO 


CHARLES   TURZAK 

21  East  Bellevue  Place,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Delaware  2795 

June  26  ih.    1934. 


Mr.  John  fi.  MacHarg,  Ph.  D. 
Department  of  American  History, 
Lawrence  College, 
Appleton,  Wisconsin. 


My  Dear  Mr.  MacHarg j 


If  you  do  not  mind  a  hook  bearing  a 
number  somewhere  in  the  1300  or  1400* s,  I  will  be  very  happy  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  my  "ABRAHAM  LINCOLN-BIOGRAPHY  IN  WOODCUTS" 
at  $2.50.  I  am  making  this  special  price  on  the  remaining  165 
conies  left  in  the  edition,  so  that  I  can  be  more  or  less  baggage 
free  when  I  hope  to  leave  Chicago,  August  1st.  to  work  on  another 
woodcut  book. 

Perhaps,  you  would  be  glad  to  know  that 
this  book  has  gone  into  private  collections  in  every  state  in  the 
Union,  Canada,  England,  Germany,  and  only  the  other  day  a  copy  was 
bought  by  an  English  official  from  India.  A  complete  receud  has 
been  kept  of  every  number  in  the  edition,  and  just  who  purchased  it 
and  when,  and  I  must  say  that  this  record  book  is  one  of  my  most 
prized  possessions. 


Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  your  convenience 
and  trusting  I  may  have  the  ppportunity  o  sending  you  a  book  by 
parcel  post,  c.o.d.  I  am 


Sincerely, 


/ 


h 


CHARLES   TURZAK 

21  East  Bellevue  Vlace,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Delaware  2795 

September  27th.  19^4. 


Mr.  Louis  a.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
F t .  Wayne ,   I nd  iana . 


My  Dear  Mr.  7,'arren: 


Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  September 
26th.   relative   to  using  woodcuts  irom  my  book  "ABRAHAM  LINCOLN-BIOGRAPHY 
IN  WOODCUTS"   in   trade  Journal  advertising.      First  of  all,    I  would  like   to 
know  Just  how  many  cuts  you  plan  on  using,  ana  what  mention  you  plan  on 
giving  my  book  under   the  cut. 

Inasmuch  as   the  book  ins  gone   into    the  hands  of 
prominent  people  ana  collections   throughout   the  country  I  am  naturally 
cautious  in  the  way  the  reproductions  irom  tne  book  are  used.     Of  course, 
do  not  mis- under stand  me   to  mean  that  I  am  not  interested   in  ofiering 
you  the  use   oi  a  jew  of  the  woodcuts,    tor  I  am.      In  1'act,    I  am  delighted 
with  the  request  for   this  favor  rrom  so  dignified  a  Company  as   tne  Lincoln 
Life   Insurance  Company. 

.again  many   thinks   for  your  xind   interest,  and 
hoping  to  hear  irom  you  soon,    I  tun 


Sincerely, 


yffedl / 


V 


October  4,  1934 


Ifr.  Charles  Tursak 
21  12.  Bellevue  Place 
Chicago,  111. 

t'y  dear  Mr.  Tursak! 

2  a*  scheduled  for  an  address  in  Chicago  on 
Monday  afternoon  and  I  am  wondering  whether  or  not  it 
would  be   :ossible  for  -ne  to  see  you  too*  time  Monday 
morning  after  IOiOO  A.  M* 

As  soon  at  I  arrive  in  Chicago  I  will  telephone   you 
and  see  if  we  may  be  able  to  find  a  convenient  place  of 
meeting. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 
LkVHW  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


CHARLES   TURZAK 

21  East  Bellevue  Place,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Delaware  2795 


Octuoer  oth.    Iy3<t. 


Mr.   Louis  A.  Warren,  Director , 
Lincoln  wationai  Lite  .foundation, 
Fti   Wayne,      Indiana. 


My  Pear  Mr.    ,7arren: 


Your  tcina  letter  01  Octooer  4  th.   has  been 
received  and  due    to  Mr.    Turzalc  oeing  out  oi    tne  city  I   tnougnt  I  had 
better  answer.        I  am  sure  Mr.   Turzaic  will  oe  home  by  tomorrow. 

As  tor  a  convenient  meeting  place  for  you  and 
Mr.    Turzalc  1   thins:  you  will  find   the   studio  about  as  convenient  as 
any  place,  as  it   is  Only  luoU  Nortn  out  on  State  Street.     Of  course 
if  you  would  prefer  one  of  tne  downtown  hotels    that  would  oe  o.x. 
also.      1  would  suggest   the  Palmer  House,    if  you  decide  upon  a  loop 
hotel.     However,   I  assure  you  it  would  give  Mr.    Turzak  and  I  great 
pleasure    to  have  you  come    to    tne   studio,  wnicn  is  really  about  live 
minutes  from   tne   loop,      uenevue   is  a  very  short  street  running  from 
State  Street  to  laice  Shore  Drive. 

Looking  iorward   to  meeting  you  Monday,    i  am 


Sincerely 


(Mrs.    Charles  I'urzaicJ 


n 


j 

Ik 


CHARLES   TURZAK 

21  East  Bellevue  P/ace,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Delaware  2795 

October  lbth.  1934. 


Mr.  Louis  A.  ',/b.rren.  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  foundation, 
j;t.  Wayne,   Indiana. 

• 

My  Dear  Mr.    Warrens 

Since  you  called  at   the   Studio  last  Monday,   regarding 
the  reproducing  of  26  of  tne  woodcuts  in  my  boo*  "ABRAHAM  LINCOLN-BIOGRAPHX  Hi 
.«GODGUTS,,t    for   trade  journal  advertising,    I  have   only  naturally  been  giving  the 
matter  more  serious   thought.        I   like  your  idea,    in  fact,    I   think  it  is  fine  and 
I  am  willing  to  go  along  witn  you  to   the  extent  of  giving  you  permission  to  use 
ten   (10)   of   tne  woodcuts  from  my  Lincoln  took,  without  cost   to  you,    for  your 
proposed  campaign.     You  may  select  the  wooucuts  yourself.        In  using  them  my 
only  request  is   tnat  you  run  tne   xol lowing  credit  line; 

Plate   jpl,    from   "•ABRAHAM  LINCOLK-BIO^IAPHY  IN    /OQDCUTS" 
Reproduced  by  permission  of  Charles  Turzak,   Chicago. 

Mr.    Warren,    I   feel   that  in  spite  of  tne  dignified  way 
in  which  you  wish  to  present   these  woodcuts   that   to  reproduce   twenty-six  (26) 
of  them  from  a  book  of  36  woodcuts  would   only  bring  criticism  from  the  people 
who  bought   the  book,    It  being  sometnlng  sacred   to   them  and   to  me   too.        I  must 
say  that  I   feel  a  keen  sense  of  obligation   to   these  people.      In  view  of   this 
tact,    I  am  sure   tnat  you  appreciate  my  position  in  not  being  able   to   ol'ter  you  all 
26  woodcuts   from  my  Lincoln  book  on  either  a  free  or   fee  basis. 

I  assure  you  that  I   feel    the  use   of  ten  woodcuts  from  the 
book  would   seem  logical   in  advertising  the  book,  whereas,    the  use  of  26  woodcuts 
would  have  a   tendency   to   lower   its  prestige  and   limit   the  possible   sale   through 
the   traoe  journal  advertisements.        I   say  this   because  I   believe  a  goo  marjority 
of  tne  people  who  are   interested  In  obtaining  a  book  would  not  be  nearly  so  willing 
to   spend  $3.50  for  a  copy  when   uhe   illustrations  could  be   clipped  irom  the  magazines. 

Now,   Mr.    Warren,    I  have  a   suggestion  to  make,  and  I  assure 
you  that  this  suggestion  has   Deen  prompted  by  a  desire   to  co-operate  witn  you,  and 
not   to  secure  a  commission.      I  had   thought   tnat  with  the  vast  amount  of  material 
The  Lincoln  Foundation  has  on  Lincoln  and  which  you  say  has  never  before  been 
publisned   should  prove   to   be  most  excellent  material  from  which  to  make  up   the   16 
new  woodcuts   to  complete  your  campaign  of  26  presentations.      These   16  woodcuts  would 
then  be  your  exclusive  property  and  you,   no  doubt,  would  find  many  uses  now  and  in 
the  luture  for   them.        Since  you  say  that  your  Company  is  not  desirous   of  spending 
an  extra  amount  of  money  on  this  campaign,    I  am  willing  to  make  some  compensation 
for  not  being  able    to  give  you  permission  to  use  26  reproductions   irom  my  book 
and  will  co-operate  with  you  to   the  extent  of  making  a  price  for  the  16  woodcut 

cont.   page  2. 


CHARLES   TURZAK 

21  East  Bellevue  Place,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Delaware  2795 


Oct.    loth.    1*54, 


Page  #2. 


Mr.   '.Varren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  xoundation, 


whicn  would  be  mutually  agreeable,  and   therefore  raaice   thf   campaign  possible. 
I  am  sure  with  the   ten  (10)   best  woodcuts  from  my  Lincoln  book,    together  with 

16  subjects   selected  toy  your  expert  aui  autnorativ^   knowledge  of  Lincoln 

(and   I  will   try  to  give  you  16  of  tne  best  woodcuts  I   have  ever  made)  —  you 
should  with  that  combination  have  a  taioclc-out  campaign. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you,   I  am 


Sincerely, 


OT 


i' 


October  17,  1934 


Mr.  Charles  Tursak 
21  35.  Bellevue  Place 
Chicago,  111. 

My  de.^r  Mr,  Turzalcj 

We  thanl:  ymi  very  much  for  your  letter  of 
October  15  and  for  the  permission  to  go  ahead  and  use 
gome  of  the  woodcut*  which  appear  la  your  book* 

At  I  advised  you,  this  series  will  not  begin 
until  January  1   and  In  the  meantime  we  will  go  orer  your 
proposition  carefully,  although  I  doubt  whether  we  can 
come  to  any  conclusion  until  we  learn  how  successful 
the  woodcuts  were  upon  our  Introduction  of  this  new  type 
of  publicity. 

I  was  very  glad  Indeed  to  meet  you  personally 
and  I  trust  that  out  of  our  meeting  there  may  grow  some 
▼cry  congenial  relations. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Si vector 
L  |3  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
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September  85,  1936 


&r.  Charles  Sursak 
21  2.  Bellevue  Place 
Chicago,  Illinois 

%  dear  ^r.  r>ur*akJ 

It  has  been  celled  to  our  attention  just  recently 
that  we  mve  failed  to  give  you  a  proper  expression  of  * 
appreciation  for  the  use  of  the  wood  cuts  in  our  rmbllclty 

,Ta»  for  the  spring  of  19SS,  end  after  leaking  over  wgr 
eorre  6h  you,   I  era  confident  the  criticism  Is 

Just. 

A  lon&  and  extensive  speaking  itinerary  which  kept 
me  out  of  the  of  floe  et  the  tins  this  series*  was  coming  to 
a  conclusion*  1»  probably  responsible  for  my  not  writing 
you  at  the  conclusion  of  this  program  &n&  further  thank  you 
for  the  couresty  you  had  extended. 

lie  we  were  both  very  enthusiastic  about  the 
reception  of  these  weed  cuts,  apparently  our  enthusiasm 
wes  misplaced  because  they  received  little  favorable  comment 
and  our  advsrtisia,';  aene^er  was  asked  by  the  authorities 
here  to  discontinue  the®  as  soon  ss  the  series  was  over;   so 
we  did  not  have  the  opportunity  of  conferring  with  you  about 
the  use  of  further  copies  as  the  project  w*s  not  even  ^iven 
consideration. 

'^e  enjoyed  working  up  the  subject  matter  for  the 
displays,  however,  rnd  we  are  quite  positive  that  the  wide 
circulation  in  tr*de  papers  did  bring  to  you  some  favorable 
publicr  tion. 

At  some  future  date  we  trust  we  may  be  able  to  use 
some  other  type  of  art  work  which  you  may  do  which  will 
strike  a  srore  responsive  cord. 

CC:   C.fl.HAa-ftiELL 
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